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rne Tiller Rural Fire District is part of the Douglas
County 9-1-1 Emergency Telephone Jurisdiction and Consoli~

dated Communications' System. Douglas County Emergency
Communications receives the 9-1-1 Emergency Calls for
service in our fire district and notifies us by radio
pager. This is done from one of three radio transmitter
sites. These sites are now transmitting between 50 and 100
watts of power. On some occasions. due to the mountainous
terrain of Douglas County. the pagers fail to work.

The proposed rule changes, that would limit maximum auth
orized effective radiated power with regards to antenna
height above the average terrain. could result in Douglas
County Emergency Communications having to reduce trans
mitter out-put power to' 5 watts at most of the radio
sites.

If Douglas County Emergency Communications were required
to reduce the out-put power on the three fire radio sites
to the required 5 watts. they could no longer talk to our
agency. We would have to develop our own communications
system. and that would be cost prohibitive. We would be
forced out of business and the citizens of our fire
district would be left without fire and rescue service.
This action would set the fire service ,in Douglas County.
Oregon back 20 years.

The proposed Rule Changes would be devastating to public
safety in the suburban and rural areas like Douglas
County. The Tiller Rural Fire District is protesting these
proposed rule changes and would like to see some excep
tions in the rural areas of the Pacific Northwest.
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